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Golfers 
hit by 
thefts 

GOLFERS wit today 
warned to keep an eye on 
their irons after a spate of 
thefts at a popular 
country club. 

Cars loaded with golf 
hags and clubs at Stock 
Brook Manor golf club in 
Queens Park Avenue. 
Billericay. have become 
the prize target of thieves 
in recent weeks with two 
high value thefts in the 
last few days. 

In the first the crooks 
broke into a white Vito 
van and stole a caddy 
trolley, golf clubs and 
golfing clothing worth a 
total of £6,000. 

Thieves also hit a 
Vauxhall Astra estate and 
took £3,000 worth of 
golfing equipment 
In both cases the thieves 
also caused hundreds of 
pounds of damage to the 
cars. 

A spokesman for 
Basildon police said: 
“Ideally, golfers should 
try- and keep their clubs 
with them, rather than 
leave them for long 
periods of time in their 


POL1CE want to talk to a 
man who pushed a 
13-year-old boy against a 
wall after he dropped 
litter in Market Square. 
South Woodham Ferrers. 
Ray Stannard. crime 
reduction officer, said 
three schoolboys 
dropped litter and a 
member of the public 
saw them. 

He said: “Two of the 
boys ran off, but one was 
detained by the man who 
told him to pick the 
litter up and then 
pushed him against a 
wall. We do ask that they 
do not take the law into 
their own hands.” 

The man is of Asian 
appearance, aged 20 to 
30. about 5ft 9ins. He was 
bald. 

Call police on 01268 
532212. 


Gipsy leader says missive to Prescott was faked 


Travellers’ crusader 
wrote bogus letter 



THE man spearheading 
the fight to save the Dale 
Farm traveller site has 
been accussed of sending 
a bogus letter of support 
from an international 
gipsy leader. 

Campaigner Grattan 
Puxon’s action was today 
slammed as "completely 
wrong," an “abuse” and 
"dangerous" to traveller 
relations by the European 
Roma and Travellers 
Forum, which reports to 
The Council of Europe. 

Mr Puxon. who last week 
waged war on the council 
amid claims it was racist, 
sent copies of the letter 
claiming to be from 
European Roma and 
Travellers Forum president 
Rudko Kawczynski to 
Deputy Prime Minister 
John Prescott. Basildon 
Council leader Malcolm 
Buckley, the Echo. 

It was also posted on web- 
sites. 

The forum today said Mr 


■ By JON AUSTIN 

Political reporter 

Puxon had "abused" Mr 
Kawczynski by writing the 
letter, which claimed the 
forum was “appalled" by 
the council’s eviction plan 
and called for talks. In his 
name. 

Mihaela Zatreanu forum 
chief executive officer said: 
“The president did not 
authorise this. It was very 
much a surprise. We are not 
talking about its content 
because we have not had 
enough time to fully investi- 
gate the specific site, but it 
was completely wrong to 
send it in his name without 
authorisation." 

And it seems Mr Puxon 
accepts he may have done 
wrong. He said: “I 
approached the forum and 
asked if it would write a let- 
ter of support. 

“They asked me to do a 
draft which was sent to 
them. Because 1 didn't hear 
back 1 assumed it was all 


right, but I guess I jumped 
the gun. I have e mailed 
them back with an explana 
tion.” 

Now. in an e-mail to Mr 
Buckley. Ms Zatreanu said 
legal action could follow 

She said: "Such actions 
are very dangerous for our 
unified efforts to improve 
the situation of Roma and 
travellers in Europe and 
bring the dicreditation of 
our Romano truth. 

“It is an illegal act and 
this will be brought to the 
attention of our lawyer as 
soon aw possible. We request 
Mr Puxon to write urgently 
an emendation on this." 

Mr Buckley said: “This 
casts doubt on previous pro- 
poganda put out by Mr 
Puxon. 

“It is not on to twist other 
people's words to make a 
case that doesn't exist. 

“It is now up to the trav- 
ellers to consider how to 
deal with it. 1 expect people 
to be open and honest. ‘ 


‘Find how was camp paid for ’ 


□ TWO double beds 
worth £700 were 
taken from a car 
parked outside 
Currys at Lakeside 
shopping centre. 

A BLUE and white 
Mercedes lorry, worth 
£5,000. was stolen 
from Southfield 
Industrial Park in 
Laindon. 

□ A PETROL 
mower was stolen 
when thieves broke 
into a shed in 
Fourth Avenue. 

1 Grays. 


AN inquiry Into how trav- 
ellers paid for the Dale 
Farm camp was today 
called for following reve- 
lations most of its occu- 
pants claim benefits. 

Ramsden Crays Parish 
Council issued a state- 
ment urging for an inves- 
tigation into how the 
huge site was built after 
it emerged travellers 
claim hefty dole pay- 
ments. 

A Basildon Council 
report, released before 
the latest meeting over 
the site, revealed people 


■ Grattan Puxon - accused of sending a bogus letter of 
support from an international gipsy leader 

Rumpus after dole pay 
details made public 


at 81 per cent of plots fac- 
ing eviction were on 
income support. 

Parish councillor John 
Dornan said: "The parish 
council prefers not to 
comment on the facts and 
figures relating to Dale 
Farm, however. we 
strongly suggest copies of 
this document be sent to 
Billericay and District 
MP John Baron and 
Deputy Prime Minister 
John Prescott for their 
perusal. 

“It may result in a 
Government inquiry into 


the funding and manage- 
ment of the site. It would 
not be prudent at this 
moment to prejudice any 
outcome of such action." 

Travellers have previ- 
ously said they “chipped 
in” to plough around 
£2million into building 
Europe’s largest camp on 
land purchases, hard- 
standings and plush 
mobile homes. 

They have also said 
hundreds of thousands of 
pounds went on tarmacc- 
ing a network of roads 
through the site. 




SCORES of illegally 
camped travellers were 
today making official com 
plaints about details of 
their dole payments being 
made public. 

Deputy Labour group 
leader Alan Davies is spear 
heading action against 
Basildon Council’s Tory 
leaders after personal 
details, including how 
many people claim benefits, 
medical information and 
details of children were 
published in the agenda of 
last week’s revote over their 
eviction from the Dale 
Farm camp in Oak Lane. 
Crays Hill. 

The move comes after the 
Echo revealed travellers 
from most plots were claim- 


ing nearly £250,000 income 
support between them. 

Mr Davies said: “It was 
clear the travellers were not 
happy about this and I can 
understand why. 

“I contacted the informa- 
tion commissioner and was 
told if complaints were 
made there could be a case. 

“If the information had to 
be considered then that part 
of the meeting can be held 
in private because of 
exempt information. I have 
suggested the travellers 
compile a list of com- 
plainants which I will deliv- 
er to the council.” 

More than 100 travellers 
have signed the complaint 
about alleged breaches of the 
data protection act. which 


states travellers were not told 
the information would be pub- 
lished when collected and it 
has caused increased hostility 
stress and damage to the com 
munity 

Council leader Malcolm 
Buckley defended the 
release of information, but 
said any complaint would 
be dealt with. 

He added: “The report 
before councillors had to be 
based on the most up to date 
and accurate information. 

“The committee had to take 
individual's circumstances 
into account If they were not 
in the report the committee 
could have been accused of 
not considering them. Advice 
from officers was we were act- 
ing within the law” 


FCA offers the No.1 support package in the 
independent fostering sector 

^fst in 

fostering 

WE OFFER ^ 

• £301 - £714 per week per child 

• 21 days/nights paid respite 
•24 hour support from a local team of social workers, 

therapists, education specialists & support workers 

• High quality training to NVQ Level 3 ^ 

So. it you have experience working in a canno ^ J“* A 

environment, are aWe to look alter children J f r\ 

ages 0 - 18 and you have a spare bedroom foil#f c<l/e Associate* 

Please call: 



01702 421155 

vww.fostercareassociates.co . u k 


